
 4  21ST ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND BUSINESS MEETING

WELCOME MESSAGE

MESSAGE FROM THE CONFERENCE CHAIR

Dear Colleague,

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, we look forward to welcoming 
you to Ottawa and to the OAG’s 21st Annual Conference at the iconic 
Fairmont Chateau Laurier Hotel.

We have assembled a thought-provoking scientific program for Saturday  
and Sunday. The theme of this year’s Conference is “Mitigating Risks in the 

Gastroenterology Practice.”  The Organizing Committee has identified various aspects of clinical 
practice where we as physicians or our patients potentially face more risk. There are certain  
medical illnesses where the procedures or treatment options are deemed to have increased 
risk exposure. We hope to provide our member audience with some tools on how to mitigate 
these risks. Our goal as Gastroenterologists is to strive to provide the best and safest care for our 
patients.  We have identified some keynote speakers to enlighten us with their knowledge and 
experience. I hope that you shall find the speakers and topics most informative. We have provided 
ample time for questions and discussions to engage the member audience.

Our Sunday session will lead off with a background and thought provoking talk on the 
history of medicine in Canada. We will follow this with a speaker from CMPA discussing legal 
implications in gastroenterology practice. We will then receive an update on the upcoming 
introduction of ‘FIT’ testing for colon cancer screening in Ontario. This will be followed by the 
OMA Section on Gastroenterology Annual General Meeting led by our President, Dr. Iain Murray. 
We will conclude with our Annual General Meeting and look forward to your valuable input 
to help direct the OAG Board of Directors for the upcoming year.

Meeting and interacting with friends and colleagues is an important component of the 
Conference. We have once again planned a superb meal for the President’s Welcome Dinner. 
Our Gala on Saturday has a ‘Canadian theme’ in keeping with Canada 150 celebration and it 
promises to be most enjoyable. We look forward to celebrating Canada 150 in our Nation’s 
Capital with our members. This year we shall honor Dr. Jocelyn Deneault with the OAG  
Distinguished Service Award and be entertained by a superb live band and dancing, making 
the Gala enjoyable for all.

Our Association and our Conferences could not exist without the generous and unrestricted 
support from all our partners and sponsors. We thank them immensely and encourage all to 
interact with them throughout the Conference.

The Organizing Committee looks forward to seeing you around. 

Best regards,

ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF GASTROENTEROLOGY

Imran Rasul

Imran Rasul, MD, FRCP(C)
Conference Chair and Treasurer




